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Well -known to col lectors  and Jane Austen enthusiasts,  I r ish 
art ist  Adam Buck (1759–1833) was one of  Regency England’s 
most  sought-after  portra i t  painters.   He worked in  I re land 
for  twenty years,  becoming an accompl ished miniatur ist ;  but 
moved to London in  1795 and immediately  gained a  roster 
of  star  c l ients  including the Duke of  York and his  scandalous 
mistress,  Mary Anne Clarke.  This  summer exhibit ion 
celebrates  Adam Buck’s  inf luence on Georgian art  and style, 
showing over  s ixty  works from pr ivate col lect ions including 
watercolours,  smal l  portra i ts  and miniatures;  examples of  h is 
decorat ive designs for  porcela in  and fans;  and his  pr ints.

B u c k  w a s  b o r n  t o  a  f a m i l y  o f  s i l v e r s m i t h s  i n  C o r k ,  t h e  s e c o n d  o f 
f o u r  s u r v i v i n g  c h i l d r e n .   H i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r,  Fr e d e r i c k  ( 1 7 6 5 –
1 8 4 0 ) ,  b e c a m e  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  m i n i a t u r e  p a i n t e r  w h o  w o r k e d  i n 
C o r k  h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e .  D e t a i l s  o f  A d a m ’ s  c a r e e r  b e f o r e  h e  m o v e d  t o 
Lo n d o n  a r e  e l u s i v e ,  b u t  h i s  e a r l y  w o r k  i s  i n  m a n y  w a y s  t h a t  o f  t h e 
q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  R e g e n c y  m i n i a t u r i s t .  H i s  f i r s t  k n o w n  p i c t u r e s ,  d a t i n g 
f r o m  t h e  l a t e - 1 7 7 0 s  t o  t h e  e a r l y - 1 7 8 0 s ,  s h o w  a n  i n n a t e  a p p r e c i a t i o n 

o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  N e o c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e :  h i s  s i t t e r s  a r e  o f t e n  s h o w n  i n  p r o f i l e ;  t h e i r  g o w n s  s t y l e d  l i k e 
G r e c i a n  g o d d e s s e s ;  g r o u p  p o r t r a i t s  a r r a n g e d  l i k e  a  f r i e z e .   I n  e m i g r a t i n g  t o  Lo n d o n  i n  1 7 9 5 ,  B u c k  t o o k 
t h e  r o u t e  o f  m a n y  f e l l o w  I r i s h m e n  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  C o r k - b o r n  a r t i s t s  a n d  w r i t e r s  s u c h  a s  J a m e s  B a r r y 
( 1 7 4 1 – 1 8 0 6 )  a n d  A l e x a n d e r  Po p e  ( 1 7 5 9 – 1 8 4 7 ) .   B u c k ’ s  f i r s t  Lo n d o n  h o m e  w a s  i n  P i c c a d i l l y.   A s  s o o n  a s 
h e  a r r i v e d ,  h e  b e g a n  t o  e x h i b i t  a t  t h e  R o y a l  A c a d e m y  w h e r e  h e  s h o w e d  a  s u r p r i s i n g  t o t a l  o f  1 7 9  w o r k s 
o v e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  3 8  y e a r s .

H i s  s u c c e s s  a s  a  s o c i e t y  a r t i s t  w a s  a l m o s t  i n s t a n t .   B y  1 7 9 9  h e  h a d  e x e c u t e d  a  f u l l - l e n g t h  p o r t r a i t  o f 
t h e  Pr i n c e  o f  Wa l e s  i n  h i s  G a r t e r  R o b e s .   H e  e x h i b i t e d  t w o  p o r t r a i t s  o f  Pr i n c e  Fr e d e r i c k ,  D u k e  o f  Yo r k , 
a t  t h e  R o y a l  A c a d e m y  i n  1 8 0 4  a n d  1 8 1 2 .   B u c k  w a s  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  M a r y  A n n e  C l a r k e  ( 1 7 7 6 – 1 8 5 2 ) , 
t h e  m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d  o f  t h e  D u k e ’ s  w e l l - k n o w n  m i s t r e s s e s .   S h e  w a s  a  f a m o u s  b e a u t y  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  a 
f a b u l o u s  h o u s e h o l d  i n  Lo n d o n ,  s u b s i d i s i n g  h e r  e x t r a v a g a n t  l i f e s t y l e  b y  s e l l i n g  h e r  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e 
D u k e  w h o  w a s  C o m m a n d e r  i n  C h i e f  o f  t h e  A r m y.   R u m o u r s  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  o b t a i n  c o m m i s s i o n s 
a n d  a p p o i n t m e n t s  f o r  a  f e e  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  e n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  D u k e ’ s  c o n d u c t .   W h i l e  t h e 
D u k e  w a s  r i d i c u l e d  i n  c a r i c a t u r e s  a n d  l a m p o o n s ,  M a r y  A n n e ,  w h o  p u t  u p  a  s p i r i t e d  d e f e n c e  o f  h e r  r o l e  i n 
t h e  a f f a i r,  b e c a m e  a  p u b l i c  h e r o i n e .   H e r  i m a g e  w a s  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  f l a t t e r i n g  p o r t r a i t s  b y  B u c k  a n d  o t h e r 
a r t i s t s  w h i c h  w e r e  e n g r a v e d  a n d  w i d e l y  p u b l i s h e d .   I n  1 8 1 3  s h e  f i n a l l y  o v e r r e a c h e d  h e r s e l f  a n d  w a s 
i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  n i n e  m o n t h s  f o r  l i b e l ,  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  B o u l o g n e  w h e r e  s h e  d i e d  i n  1 8 5 2 .

Detail of  Mary Anne Clarke at the base of a statue 
1803, Private Collection



B u c k ’ s  w o r k  w a s  m a d e  p o p u l a r  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  p r i n t s  a f t e r  h i s  w a t e r c o l o u r s ,  c h i e f l y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Lo n d o n 
b y  W i l l i a m  H o l l a n d  a n d  R u d o l p h  A c k e r m a n n .   H i s  i m a g e s ,  r e f i n e d  a n d  e l e g a n t ,  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  t h e 
s a v a g e  c a r i c a t u r e s  a n d  r i b a l d  p i c t u r e s  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r t i s t s  l i k e  J a m e s  G i l l r a y  a n d  I s a a c  C r u i k s h a n k .  
T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  h u m o r o u s l y  s u m m e d  u p  i n  a  T h o m a s  R o w l a n d s o n  p r i n t  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e ,  B u c k ’ s  B e a u t y 
a n d  R o w l a n d s o n ’ s  C o n n o i s s e u r  ( 1 8 0 0 ) ,  i n  w h i c h  a  r a k e  i n  w i g  a n d  f r o c k  c o a t ,  o n e  o f  R o w l a n d s o n ’ s 
s t o c k  c h a r a c t e r s ,  l e e r s  t h r o u g h  a n  e y e - g l a s s  a t  a  d e m u r e ,  p i n k - c h e e k e d  g i r l ,  d r a w n  i n  B u c k ’ s  d i s t i n c t i v e 
m a n n e r.   W i t h  h i s  n a m e  m a d e  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o l o u r f u l  r a n k s  o f  R e g e n c y  s o c i e t y,  B u c k ,  f r o m 
1 8 1 0  o n w a r d s ,  m a d e  a  n e w  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  h i m s e l f  w i t h  h i s  s e n t i m e n t a l  i m a g e s  o f  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n 
u n d e r  t i t l e s  s u c h  a s  T h e  Fi r s t  S t e p s  i n  Li f e  a n d  M o t h e r ’ s  H o p e .   B y  1 8 2 9  h i s  w o r k  h a d  b e e n  r e p r o d u c e d 
b y  a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y - e i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  p r i n t m a k e r s  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  b y  s e v e r a l  i n  Fr a n c e  a n d  A m e r i c a .

Mr Peter  Darva l l ,  Guest  Cura tor ,  says:  ‘ I  h o p e ,  w i t h  t h i s  e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  m o n o g r a p h  o n  A d a m  B u c k ’ s 
w o r k ,  t o  b r i n g  h i s  a r t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a  w i d e r  a u d i e n c e .   B u c k  w a s  a  h u g e l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  a r t i s t  d u r i n g 
h i s  o w n  t i m e  a n d  h i s  e l e g a n t  p o r t r a i t s  o f  r o y a l t y  a n d  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  h i s  c h a r m i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  G e o r g i a n 
l i f e  a n d  m a n n e r s  h a v e  h a d  a n  e n d u r i n g  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  p o p u l a r  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  R e g e n c y  s o c i e t y. ’
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  Notes to editors												          
A n  E l e g a n t  S o c i e t y  i s  c u r a t e d  b y  G u e s t  C u r a t o r,  M r  Pe t e r  D a r v a l l  a n d  D r  J o n  W h i t e l e y,  E m e r i t u s  C u r a t o r  o f 
We s t e r n  A r t ,  A s h m o l e a n  M u s e u m .

The exhibit ion is  supported by:
•  Lo w e l l  L i b s o n  L t d
•  Ph i l i p  M o u l d  &  C o .

Great British Drawings
U n t i l  3 1  A u g u s t  2 0 1 5 												          

Fo l l o w i n g  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  A s h m o l e a n ’ s  M a s t e r  D r a w i n g s  e x h i b i t i o n  i n  2 0 1 3 ,  t h e  M u s e u m  i s 
c e l e b r a t i n g  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  l e a d i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  d r a w i n g s  a n d  w o r k s  o n  p a p e r.   G r e a t  B r i t i s h 
D r aw i n g s  f e a t u r e s  m o r e  t h a n  a  h u n d r e d  o f  t h e  A s h m o l e a n ’ s  b e s t  d r a w i n g s  b y  B r i t i s h  a r t i s t s ,  c h a r t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y 
o f  d r a w i n g  a n d  a r t i s t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  B r i t a i n .   A m o n g  t h e  a r t i s t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a r e :  J M W  Tu r n e r ;  R o s s e t t i ,  M i l l a i s , 
H o l m a n  H u n t ;  Pa u l  N a s h ;  B e n  N i c h o l s o n ;  G r a h a m  S u t h e r l a n d ;  E r i c  R a v i l i o u s ;  Pe t e r  d e  Fr a n c i a ;  a n d  m o r e .

Claire Parris | Press Officer | Ashmolean Museum | claire.parris@ashmus.ox.ac.uk | T+44 (0)1865 278 178 | M +44 (0)7833 384 512


