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The col lect ion of  Br i t ish drawings and 
watercolours  in  the Ashmolean is  one of  the 
largest  and most  important  in  the world.   I t 
ranges widely,  from Flemish art ists  working 
in  Br i ta in  in  the s ixteenth and seventeenth 
centur ies,  to  the exper iments  in  modernism 
inst igated on the Cont inent  and enthusiast ica l ly 
taken up by the Br i t ish after  the First  World 
War.  Great British Drawings shows more 
than one hundred works by some of  the 
country’s  greatest  art ists ,  to  trace the history 
of  drawing in  Br i ta in.   Many of  the drawings are 
shown for  the f i rst  t ime in  publ ic.

A m o n g  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  a r e  S a m u e l  C o o p e r ’ s  p o r t r a i t 
o f  T h o m a s  A l c o c k  ( c .  1 6 5 0 ) ,  w i d e l y  r e c o g n i z e d 
a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s e n s i t i v e  o f  a l l  d r a w i n g s  o f  a 
f a c e ;  s u p e r b  w o r k s  b y  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  a r t i s t s  o f  t h e 
‘ g o l d e n  a g e ’  o f  B r i t i s h  w a t e r c o l o u r s  ( c . 1 7 5 0 – 1 8 5 0 ) , 
i n c l u d i n g  u n d i s c o v e r e d  m a s t e r p i e c e s  b y  J o h n 
R o b e r t  C o z e n s ,  J . M . W.  Tu r n e r  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s 
E d w a r d  D a y e s  a n d  T h o m a s  G i r t i n ;  a n d  m o r e  f a m o u s 
s h e e t s  b y  J o h n  S e l l  C o t m a n ,  D a v i d  C o x ,  a n d 
o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  O l d  Wa t e r c o l o u r  S o c i e t y. 
W i l l i a m  B l a k e  w a s  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  o r i g i n a l  a r t i s t s 
i n  E u r o p e ,  a n d  h i s  v i s i o n a r y  p r e c e p t s  w e r e  p a s s e d 
o n  t o  S a m u e l  Pa l m e r ;  o u t s t a n d i n g  w a t e r c o l o u r s  b y 
b o t h  r e f l e c t  t h e  p r e - e m i n e n c e  o f  t h e  A s h m o l e a n ’ s 
c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .

T h e  Pr e - R a p h a e l i t e s  w e r e  b r i l l i a n t  d r a u g h t s m e n .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  w i l l  i n c l u d e  f i n i s h e d 
p o r t r a i t s  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  s u b j e c t s  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  D . G .  R o s s e t t i ,  M i l l a i s ,  a n d 
H o l m a n  H u n t ,  a n d  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r o m a n t i c  Kn i g h t  o f  t h e  S u n  b y  A r t h u r  H u g h e s .  T h e i r 
c o n t e m p o r a r y,  E m i l y  M a r y  O s b o r n e ,  w i l l  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  a  l a r g e  a n d  u n p u b l i s h e d  s t u d y  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e 
m o s t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a l l  V i c t o r i a n  p a i n t i n g s ,  N a m e l e s s  a n d  Fr i e n d l e s s  ( 1 8 5 4 ) .  T h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y 
a l s o  s a w  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  i n t e r e s t  a m o n g  a r t i s t s  i n  t r a v e l l i n g  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  b e y o n d :  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t 
i n t r e p i d  w e r e  D a v i d  R o b e r t s  a n d  E d w a r d  Le a r.

Tom Phillips (b. 1937)  Detail of Salman Rushdie, c. 1993
© Tom Phillips

Samuel Cooper (1609–72)  Detail of Thomas Alcock, c. 1650



A s  t h e  p r e s t i g e  o f  t h e  a r t  a c a d e m i e s  d e c l i n e d  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y,  n o n - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  a r t  b e c a m e 
a c c e p t a b l e ,  t h o u g h  m a n y  p r o m i n e n t  a r t i s t s  r e m a i n e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  f i g u r a t i v e :  e x a m p l e s  i n c l u d e 
Wy n d h a m  Le w i s ’ s  Vo r t i c i s t  T h e  Ki n g  P l a y s  ( 1 9 4 2 ) ;  w h i l e  t h e  s p a r e  l i n e  o f  B e n  N i c h o l s o n ’ s  l a n d s c a p e s 
o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  i n d e b t e d  t o  P i c a s s o ’ s  e t c h i n g s .  T h e r e  i s  a  s t r o n g  g r o u p  o f  N e o - R o m a n t i c  d r a w i n g s  b y 
G r a h a m  S u t h e r l a n d  a n d  J o h n  M i n t o n .  T h e  v i t a l i t y  a n d  v a r i e t y  o f  d r a w i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e r  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y 
c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  w o r k s  b y  J o h n  P i p e r,  C o l i n  S e l f  a n d  To m  Ph i l l i p s .

Mr Col in  Harr ison,  Senior  Cura tor  of  European Art ,  Ashmolean Museum,  says:  ‘ T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  o f 
G r e a t  B r i t i s h  D r aw i n g s  c a n  o n l y  s c r a t c h  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r i c h e s  o f  t h e  A s h m o l e a n ’ s 
c o l l e c t i o n s .  I t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  v i s i t o r  w i t h  a n  u n p a r a l l e l e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  a m a z i n g  v a r i e t y  o f 
d r a w i n g  i n  B r i t a i n ,  f r o m  t h e  r a p i d  s k e t c h  i n  p e n c i l  o r  p e n ,  t o  t h e  m o s t  h i g h l y  w r o u g h t  w a t e r c o l o u r. ’

Exhibit ion:  G r e a t  B r i t i s h  D r aw i n g s
Dates :   2 6  M a r c h – 3 1  A u g u s t  2 0 1 5
Venue :   S a i n s b u r y  E x h i b i t i o n  G a l l e r i e s  6 0  &  6 1
Tickets:  £ 7 / £ 6  c o n c e s s i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  w w w. a s h m o l e a n . o r g / e x h i b i t i o n s / t i c k e t s
Catalogue:  £ 3 0
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  prEss IMAGEs            
Pr e s s  i m a g e s  f o r  e d i t o r i a l  u s e  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  d o w n l o a d  f r o m  o u r  D r o p b o x  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n k :

h t t p : / / b i t . l y / 1 n b v r W T

  nOTEs TO EDITOrs            
G r e a t  B r i t i s h  D r aw i n g s  i s  c u r a t e d  b y  M r  C o l i n  H a r r i s o n ,  S e n i o r  C u r a t o r  o f  E u r o p e a n  A r t ,  A s h m o l e a n  M u s e u m .

The exhibit ion is  supported by:
•  Lo w e l l  L i b s o n  L t d
•  Fr i e n d s  o f  t h e  A s h m o l e a n

love Bites:  Caricatures by James Gillray
2 6  M a r c h – 2 1  J u n e  2 0 1 5

O n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  f i n e s t  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  J a m e s  G i l l r a y ’ s  ( 1 7 5 6 – 1 8 1 5 )  w o r k  i s  o w n e d  b y  N e w  C o l l e g e ,  O x f o r d ,  h o m e 
t o  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  t h i r d s  o f  G i l l r a y ’ s  1 1 0 0  e n g r a v i n g s .  O n  t h e  b i c e n t e n a r y  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  L o v e  B i t e s  t a k e s  a  f r e s h 
l o o k  a t  G i l l r a y ’ s  c a r i c a t u r e s ,  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  t h e m e  o f  l o v e  i n  h i s  p i c t u r e s  o f  c o u r t i n g ,  f r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  m a r r i a g e s . 
T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  s e t s  h i s  w o r k  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a  c a n o n  o f  a r t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  t r e a t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  l o v e ,  f r o m 
B r a n c u s i  g o i n g  t o  b a c k  t o  R u b e n s ,  a n d  a i m s  t o  r e v e a l  a  n e w  v i t a l i t y  i n  t h e  c a r i c a t u r e s  o f  J a m e s  G i l l r a y.
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