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Love Bites marks the 200th anniversary of  the death 
of  the great  car icatur ist  James Gi l l ray (1756–1815).  His 
pol i t ica l  and socia l  sat i res  were the Pr ivate Eye of  h is  day 
– unf l inchingly  cruel  at  t imes,  but  keenly ant ic ipated and 
col lected.   The exhibit ion takes a  fresh look at  Gi l l ray’s 
work,  focusing on the unusual  angle  of  h is  portrayal 
of  marr iages and a l l iances,  be they sexual ,  pol i t ica l 
or  b izarrely  anatomical .   I t  a lso explores Gi l l ray’s 
devot ion to high art  and his  c lass ical  tra in ing and 
shows how Rubens,  in  part icular,  was a  key inf luence.  
The exhibit ion features s ixty works taken from the 
outstanding col lect ion of  New Col lege,  Oxford,  one of 
the greatest  and best-preserved groups of  Gi l l ray’s  work.  
On the occasion of  the exhibit ion,  New Col lege has 
commiss ioned a  new cartoon from the Guardian’s  Mart in 
Rowson which wi l l  be displayed for  the f i rst  t ime in  Love 
Bites.

J a m e s  G i l l r a y  t r a i n e d  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o p y i s t  a t  t h e  R o y a l  A c a d e m y  a n d  t h e n  s t a k e d  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
l i f e  o n  c a r i c a t u r e ,  a m o n g s t  t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  a r t i s t s  t o  d o  s o .  H e  p r o d u c e d  m o r e  t h a n  a  t h o u s a n d 
p r i n t s ,  s o m e  t h e  f r u i t  o f  m o n t h s  o f  r e f l e c t i o n ,  o t h e r s  b a n g e d  o u t  a t  l i g h t n i n g  s p e e d ,  r e s p o n d i n g  t o ,  a n d 
a l s o  c r e a t i n g ,  i n s t a n t  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  o n  t h e  v e r y  d a y  o f  t h e  e v e n t .   H i s  p r i n t s  w e r e  d i v i s i v e  a n d  p a r t i s a n : 
i n  1 7 9 8  a  To r y  Lo r d  w o u l d  c o n g r a t u l a t e  h i m  f o r  h a v i n g  “ b e e n  o f  i n f i n i t e  s e r v i c e  i n  l o w e r i n g  t h e m  [ t h e 
W h i g s ]  a n d  m a k i n g  t h e m  l o o k  r i d i c u l o u s ” ;  w h i l e  t h e  e x i l e d  N a p o l e o n ,  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  G i l l r a y ’ s  a n t i - Fr e n c h 
p r o p a g a n d a ,  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  e n g r a v e r  d i d  m o r e  t h a n  a l l  t h e  a r m i e s  o f  E u r o p e 
t o  b r i n g  h i m  d o w n .

A l t h o u g h  k n o w n  f o r  h i s  d e r i s i v e  s a t i r e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  t h i s  e x h i b i t i o n  s h o w s  t h e  a r t i s t  i n  a n o t h e r 
l i g h t ,  e x p l o r i n g  t h e m e s  o f  l o v e  a n d  h a r m o n y,  f r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  a l l i a n c e s ,  t h r o u g h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a m o r o u s 
e n c o u n t e r s  s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k d r o p  o f  t h e  t u m u l t u o u s  G e o r g i a n  e r a .  W h i l e  G i l l r a y  m a d e  h i s  r e m a r k a b l e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  e a r l y  t r a d i t i o n  o f  v i s u a l  s a t i r e  h e  a l s o  a v i d l y  c o l l e c t e d  R u b e n s  p r i n t s ,  s u r r o u n d i n g 
h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  B a r o q u e  m a s t e r ’ s  i m a g e s  o f  l o v e  a n d  h a r m o n y.   G i l l r a y  w a s  a n  a r t i s t  w i t h  t h e  m o s t 
d i v e r g e n t  a n d  b i t i n g  v i e w s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  l o v e .   H e  s h o w s  h o w  v a r i e d  a n d  t r i c k y  a  k i s s  c a n  b e  i n 
s e a l i n g  p o l i t i c a l  d e a l s  a n d  s e l l i n g  v o t e s ;  h e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e n ,  a s  n o w,  r o y a l  a n d  a r i s t o c r a t i c  f i g u r e s  w e r e 
j u d g e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  b e d s  t h e y  s h a r e d ;  a n d  h e  d e p i c t s  s o m e t i m e s  p a i n f u l ,  f r i g h t e n i n g  a n d  e l e g a n t 
e m b r a c e s  t h a t  h a v e  g o n e  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u s u a l  k i s s .

James Gillray (1756–1815)
Cupid, 1799
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T h i s  s u r p r i s i n g  a s p e c t  o f  G i l l r a y ’ s  w o r k  u n c o v e r s  a  n e w  v i t a l i t y  i n  h i s  p i c t u r e s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e 
a c e r b i c  a n d  r o b u s t  G i l l r a y  w a s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  l e a d i n g  c a r i c a t u r i s t  o f  h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  a l s o  a  h a l l m a r k  f i g u r e  o f 
m o d e r n i t y.  B e y o n d  h i s  o w n  l i f e t i m e ,  L o v e  B i t e s  c o n s i d e r s  G i l l r a y  a m o n g s t  a  c a n o n  o f  a r t i s t s  o f  l o v e  t h a t 
i n c l u d e s  R u b e n s ,  B o u c h e r,  R e n o i r,  B r a n c u s i  a n d  S c h i e l e .  T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  w i l l  c o n t a i n  b o t h  w e l l - k n o w n 
a n d  l i t t l e - k n o w n  p r i n t s  b y  t h e  a r t i s t ,  j u x t a p o s e d  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  a s  t o  t h r o w  n e w  l i g h t  o n  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s . 
U n u s u a l l y  f o r  G i l l r a y ’ s  p r i n t s ,  m a n y  o f  t h e  w o r k s  i n  t h e  N e w  C o l l e g e  c o l l e c t i o n  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n 
e x h i b i t e d  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  v i v i d  a n d  i n t e n s e  h a n d - c o l o u r i n g .

Professor  Todd Porterf ie ld,  exhib i t ion  cura tor ,  says:  ‘ We  a r e  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  s e e i n g  c a r i c a t u r e s  t h a t 
d i v i d e  t h e  w o r l d  a l o n g  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  l i n e s .   I n  t h i s  e x h i b i t i o n  I  h o p e  t o  e m p h a s i s e  a  p r e v i o u s l y 
u n d e r - e x p l o r e d  t h e m e  i n  J a m e s  G i l l r a y ’ s  w o r k :  l o v e ,  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  a l l i a n c e s ;  a n d  b y  d o i n g  s o  t o 
p r o v o k e  f r e s h  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  h i s  w o r k  a n d  t o  s h o w  t h a t  G i l l r a y  w a s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  f i g u r e  o f  h i s  t i m e  a n d  a n 
e n d u r i n g l y  g r e a t  a r t i s t . ’

Mart in  Rowson,  Guardian  cartoonist  and award-winning author ,  says:  ‘ D a v i d  Lo w,  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t 
p o l i t i c a l  c a r t o o n i s t s  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  C e n t u r y,  d e s c r i b e d  J a m e s  G i l l r a y  a s  t h e  Fa t h e r  o f  t h e  Po l i t i c a l  C a r t o o n . 
2 0 0  y e a r s  a f t e r  G i l l r a y ’ s  d e a t h ,  c a r t o o n i s t s  t o d a y  a r e  s t i l l  i n  h i s  d e b t  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s . ’

Exhibit ion:  L o v e  B i t e s :  C a r i c a t u r e s  b y  J a m e s  G i l l r a y
Dates :   2 6  M a r c h – 2 1  J u n e  2 0 1 5
Venue :   S a i n s b u r y  E x h i b i t i o n  G a l l e r y  5 9
Tickets:  £ 6 / £ 5  c o n c e s s i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  w w w. a s h m o l e a n . o r g / e x h i b i t i o n s / t i c k e t s
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  PREss IMAGEs            
Pr e s s  i m a g e s  f o r  e d i t o r i a l  u s e  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  d o w n l o a d  f r o m  o u r  D r o p b o x  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n k :

h t t p : / / b i t . l y / 1 p K z J 2 Y

  NOTEs TO EDITORs            
L o v e  B i t e s :  C a r i c a t u r e s  b y  J a m e s  G i l l r a y  i s  c u r a t e d  b y  Pr o f e s s o r  To d d  Po r t e r f i e l d ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n t r e a l .

The exhibit ion is  supported by:
•  T h e  Pa u l  M e l l o n  C e n t r e  f o r  S t u d i e s  i n  B r i t i s h  A r t  •  Fr i e n d s  o f  t h e  A s h m o l e a n     
•  N e w  C o l l e g e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O x f o r d    •  B r i d g e m a n  I m a g e s

  Great British Drawings
2 6  M a r c h – 3 1  A u g u s t  2 0 1 5

Fo l l o w i n g  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  A s h m o l e a n ’ s  M a s t e r  D r a w i n g s  e x h i b i t i o n  i n  2 0 1 3 ,  t h e  M u s e u m  i s 
c e l e b r a t i n g  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  l e a d i n g  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  d r a w i n g s  a n d  w o r k s  o n  p a p e r.   G r e a t  B r i t i s h 
D r aw i n g s  f e a t u r e s  m o r e  t h a n  a  h u n d r e d  o f  t h e  A s h m o l e a n ’ s  b e s t  d r a w i n g s  b y  B r i t i s h  a r t i s t s ,  c h a r t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y 
o f  d r a w i n g  a n d  a r t i s t i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  B r i t a i n .   A m o n g  t h e  a r t i s t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a r e :  J M W  Tu r n e r ;  R o s s e t t i ,  M i l l a i s , 
H o l m a n  H u n t ;  Pa u l  N a s h ;  B e n  N i c h o l s o n ;  G r a h a m  S u t h e r l a n d ;  E r i c  R a v i l i o u s ;  Pe t e r  d e  Fr a n c i a ;  a n d  m o r e .
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