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Featur ing a  hundred drawings from the Uff iz i ,  the 
Ashmolean,  and Christ  Church,  Oxford,  Titian 
to Canaletto is  a  groundbreaking exhibit ion 
based on new research.  Venet ian art  has  long 
been associated with br i l l iant  colours  and free 
brushwork,  but  drawing has been written out 
of  i ts  h istory.  This  exhibit ion highl ights  the 
s ignif icance of  drawing as  a  concept  and as  a 
pract ice in  the art ist ic  l i fe  of  Venice.   I t  reveals 
the var iety of  purposes and techniques in 
drawing from Bel l in i ,  Ti t ian and Tintoretto to 
Tiepolo and Canaletto.  In  a  paral le l  exhibit ion, 
Jenny Saville Drawing,  one of  the UK’s  most 
celebrated contemporary art ists ,  Jenny Savi l le , 
has  produced new work on paper  and canvas in 
response to the Venet ian Old Masters.

Pu t t i n g  t h e  w o r d s  ‘ d r a w i n g ’  a n d  ‘ Ve n i c e ’  t o g e t h e r 
s e e m s  p a r a d o x i c a l .   Wr i t i n g  o n  Ve n e t i a n  a r t  h a s 
l o c a t e d  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  a r t i s t i c  a m b i t i o n  i n  p a i n t i n g 
a b o v e  a l l ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l i t y  a n d  s e n s u o u s 
e f f e c t s  a c h i e v e d  b y  Ve n e t i a n  a r t i s t s .  T h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l 
a n d  r e f l e c t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  e n c a p s u l a t e d  i n  d r a w i n g 
a r e  s e e n  a s  i r r e l e v a n t  i n  t h e  a r t i s t i c  w o r l d  o f 
Ve n i c e .   T h e  i d e a  t h a t  Ve n e t i a n  a r t i s t s  d i d  n o t  u s e 

o r  v a l u e  d r a w i n g  w a s  a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  F l o r e n c e ,  i n  G i o r g i o  V a s a r i ’ s  Li v e s  o f  t h e  A r t i s t s  o f  1 5 6 8 .   V a s a r i ’ s 
i n f l u e n t i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  r e p e a t e d  a n d  e l a b o r a t e d  b y  l a t e r  w r i t e r s ,  s o  t h a t  i n  1 7 7 0 s  Lo n d o n ,  J o s h u a 
R e y n o l d s  c o n f i d e n t l y  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a r t i s t s  i n  Ve n i c e  d i d  n o t  c a r e  a b o u t  d r a w i n g  w i t h  a l l  o f  i t s  v i r t u e s 
o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  j u d g e m e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  b r u s h e s  o n  c a n v a s .  T h i s 
p o t e n t  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n  h a d  a  m a j o r  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  d r a w i n g s .

T i t i a n  to  C a n a l e t to  p r e s e n t s  n e w  r e s e a r c h  w h i c h  t r a c e s  c o n t i n u i t i e s  i n  Ve n e t i a n  d r a w i n g  o v e r 
t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s ,  f r o m  a r o u n d  1 5 0 0  t o  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a c a d e m y  o f  a r t  i n  Ve n i c e  i n  1 7 5 0 .  T h e 
e x h i b i t i o n  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  r o l e  o f  d r a w i n g  f r o m  s c u l p t u r e  a n d  f r o m  l i f e  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i d e n t i t i e s 
o f  Ve n e t i a n  a r t i s t s ,  a n d  i t  r e v e a l s  t e n s i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a r t i s t s  a n d 
o f  c o l l e c t o r s .  Ve n e t i a n  a r t i s t s  u s e d  d r a w i n g  f o r  i n n o v a t i n g  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t i n g ,  o r  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  r e s e a r c h 
a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n ;  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d r a w i n g s  w e r e  m a d e  a n d  a d m i r e d  a s  w o r k s  o f  a r t  i n  t h e i r  o w n  r i g h t .   T h e 
e x h i b i t i o n  p o s e s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  s u r v i v a l  a n d  v a l u e  o f  d r a w i n g s :  d o e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  s o 
f e w  b y  T i t i a n  m e a n  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  d r a w ?  W h y  w e r e  m a n y  Ve n e t i a n  d r a w i n g s  t h o u g h t  u n w o r t h y  o f 
c o l l e c t i n g ?

Giambattista Piazzetta (1682–1754)
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I r o n i c a l l y,  w h i l e  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  Ve n e t i a n  a r t i s t s  d i d  n o t  r e s p e c t  d r a w i n g  w a s  f i r s t  t o l d  i n  F l o r e n c e ,  o n e 
o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  g r e a t  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Ve n e t i a n  d r a w i n g s  i s  h e l d  a t  t h e  U f f i z i  w h e r e  m a n y  d r a w i n g s  w e r e 
a c q u i r e d  i n  t h e  m i d - s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f o r  Le o p o l d o  d e ’ M e d i c i .  N o t  o n l y  a r e  t h e r e  m a s t e r p i e c e s 
b y  C a r p a c c i o ,  B a s s a n o ,  T i t i a n  a n d  T i n t o r e t t o ,  a n d  h i g h - q u a l i t y  w o r k s  b y  l e s s e r - k n o w n  s e v e n t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y  a r t i s t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  d r a w i n g s  t h a t  r e v e a l  e a r l y  a t t i t u d e s  t o  c o l l e c t i n g  a n d  c o n n o i s s e u r s h i p . 
T h e  U f f i z i  w i l l  a l s o  l e n d  d r a w i n g s  b y  T i e p o l o  t h a t  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  s h o w n  b e f o r e ,  t o  b e  g r o u p e d  w i t h 
t h e  A s h m o l e a n ’ s  o w n  s u p e r b  c o l l e c t i o n .  P i o n e e r i n g  c o l l e c t o r s  i n  E n g l a n d  o w n e d  Ve n e t i a n  d r a w i n g s ,  a n d 
l o a n s  o f  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k s  b y  Ve r o n e s e  a n d  T i n t o r e t t o  w i l l  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  i n t a c t  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
c o l l e c t i o n  a t  C h r i s t  C h u r c h ,  O x f o r d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  Po r t r a i t  o f  a  m a n ,  b y  G i o v a n n i 
B e l l i n i . 

Dr Ca ther ine  Whist ler ,  Keeper  of  the  Department  of  Western  Art ,  Ashmolean Museum,  and cura tor 
of  the  exhib i t ion,  says:  ‘ T h e  b e a u t y  a n d  v i s u a l  i m p a c t  o f  t h e s e  d r a w i n g s  s p e a k  e l o q u e n t l y  o f  t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  d r a w i n g  i n  Ve n i c e .   We  h o p e  t h i s  e x h i b i t i o n  w i l l  c h a l l e n g e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v i e w s  o f  Ve n e t i a n 
a r t  a n d  p r o v o k e  n e w  t h i n k i n g  o n  s o m e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n a m e s  i n  I t a l i a n  a r t  f r o m  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  t o  t h e 
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ’

Dr Alexander Sturgis ,  Director  of  the Ashmolean,  says:  ‘ T h e  A s h m o l e a n  i s  b r i n g i n g  t o  a  c l o s e 
i t s  y e a r  o f  d r a w i n g s  e x h i b i t i o n s  w i t h  t h i s  l a n d m a r k  s h o w.   T i t i a n  to  C a n a l e t to  i n c l u d e s  s o m e  o f 
t h e  A s h m o l e a n ’ s  g r e a t e s t  t r e a s u r e s ,  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  e x a m p l e s  f r o m  t w o  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  f i n e s t 
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  O l d  M a s t e r  d r a w i n g s  –  t h a t  o f  t h e  U f f i z i  a n d  t h e  C h r i s t  C h u r c h  P i c t u r e  G a l l e r y.   M a n y  o f 
t h e  w o r k s  i n  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  d i s p l a y e d  i n  p u b l i c  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 5 0 s .  

‘ T h e  c a p t i v a t i n g  b e a u t y  o f  t h e s e  d r a w i n g s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t h e y  h a v e  e l i c i t e d  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h i s 
c o u n t r y ’ s  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r t i s t s ,  J e n n y  S a v i l l e ,  w h o  h a s  p r o d u c e d  a  n e w  b o d y  o f  w o r k 
i n s p i r e d  b y  p i e c e s  i n  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  a n d  h e r  e n d u r i n g  l o v e  o f  Ve n e t i a n  a r t . ’ 

I n  Jenny Saville Drawing,  J e n n y  S a v i l l e  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a  b o d y  o f  d r a w i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  n e w  a n d 
u n s e e n  w o r k s  i n  a  d e d i c a t e d  e x h i b i t i o n  s p a c e  t h a t  a c c o m p a n i e s  T i t i a n  to  C a n a l e t to :  D r aw i n g  i n 
V e n i c e .   T h e  r i c h  m a t e r i a l  a n d  g e s t u r a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  Ve n e t i a n  d r a w i n g s  h a v e  b e e n  a n  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
t h o u g h t f u l  y e t  v i s c e r a l  w o r k s  o n  p a p e r  a n d  c a n v a s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  o n  v i e w.  Fo r  J e n n y  S a v i l l e ,  t h e  b l u r r e d  o r 
g r a i n y  c h a r c o a l  m a r k s  a n d  t h e  a g i l e ,  r o b u s t  p e n  l i n e s  o f  Ve n e t i a n  a r t i s t s  s u c h  a s  T i t i a n  o r  Pa l m a  G i o v a n e 
b e c o m e  c a t a l y s t s  f o r  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  p o w e r  o f  d r a w i n g ,  i n  n e w,  h i g h l y  c h a r g e d  w o r k s  o f  a r t .

Exhibit ions:  T i t i a n  to  C a n a l e t to :  D r aw i n g  i n  V e n i c e 
  &
  J e n n y  S a v i l l e  D r aw i n g
Dates :   1 5  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 5 – 1 0  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 6
Venue :   T h e  J o h n  S a i n s b u r y  E x h i b i t i o n  G a l l e r i e s
Press  View: We d n e s d a y  1 4  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 5 ,  1 0 a m – 1 2 p m
Catalogue :  A  f u l l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  c a t a l o g u e  a c c o m p a n i e s  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n :  w w w. a s h m o l e a n . o r g / s h o p
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  nOTES TO EDITOrS            
T i t i a n  to  C a n a l e t to :  D r aw i n g  i n  V e n i c e  i s  o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  A s h m o l e a n  M u s e u m  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G a b i n e t t o 
D i s e g n i  e  S t a m p e  d e g l i  U f f i z i ,  F l o r e n c e .   T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  w i l l  b e  s h o w n  a t  t h e  U f f i z i  i n  s p r i n g  2 0 1 6 .

The exhibit ion has been supported by: 
T h e  Wo l f g a n g  R a t j e n  Fo u n d a t i o n ;  t h e  Fr i e n d s  o f  t h e  A s h m o l e a n ;  t h e  G l a d y s  K r i e b l e  D e l m a s  Fo u n d a t i o n

The Ashmolean Museum
Fo u n d e d  i n  1 6 8 3 ,  t h e  A s h m o l e a n  M u s e u m  i s  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  m u s e u m  o f  a r t  a n d  a r c h a e o l o g y  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  B r i t a i n 
a n d  t h e  f i n e s t  u n i v e r s i t y  m u s e u m  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I t s  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  l a r g e ,  r i c h  a n d  u n u s u a l l y  d i v e r s e ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m 
a r c h a e o l o g y  t o  f i n e  a n d  d e c o r a t i v e  a r t s ,  a n d  f r o m  n u m i s m a t i c s  t o  c a s t s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  s c u l p t u r e  f r o m  t h e  g r e a t  m u s e u m s 
o f  E u r o p e .  T h e  A s h m o l e a n  i s  h o m e  t o  t h e  b e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Pr e d y n a s t i c  E g y p t i a n  m a t e r i a l  i n  E u r o p e ;  t h e  o n l y  g r e a t 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  M i n o a n  a n t i q u i t i e s  o u t s i d e  G r e e c e ;  t h e  l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  g r o u p  o f  R a p h a e l  d r a w i n g s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ; 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  A n g l o - S a x o n  c o l l e c t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m ;  a  w o r l d - r e n o w n e d  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c o i n s  a n d  m e d a l s ;  a n d 
o u t s t a n d i n g  h o l d i n g s  o f  I n d i a n ,  C h i n e s e ,  J a p a n e s e  a n d  I s l a m i c  a r t .  T h e  w o r k s  a n d  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e s e  r e m a r k a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n s 
t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  c i v i l i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  m a n k i n d  f r o m  N i n e v e h  a n d  a n c i e n t  E g y p t ,  t o  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ,  r i g h t  u p 
t o  t h e  t r i u m p h s  o f  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  E u r o p e .  A d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  M u s e u m  i s  f r e e .
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