Discovering the myth:
Theseus and the Minotaur
Gallery 20: The Aegean World
In this gallery there are many objects discovered in Crete by
archaeologist Arthur Evans. He discovered a new cilvilization
called the Minoans which he named after King Minos from the
Greek myth Theseus and the Minotaur.

The Ancient Greeks used myths to explain the world they lived in. They are great stories to
read today, but should we read them as stories or as history? Are they complete fantasy or
do they actually contain some truths?
> Look around this gallery for objects that provide evidence for the following themes in
myth Theseus and the Minotuar.

Travelling
In the myth 7 girls and 7 boys, including Theseus, travel on a boat from
Athens to Crete to be eaten by the Minotaur.
> Why were the Minoans travelling?
> In which ways did they travel?
Look out for: Seals
Pithos (container)
Octopus pot

Mythical creatures: The Minotaur, half-man, half-bull
Living on the island of Crete is a creature that is half-man,
half-bull called the Minotaur.
> What evidence of can you find of bulls in this gallery?
> Why do you think that the Minoans have shown bulls on
these objects?
> How do you think the Minoans felt about bulls?
Look out for: Bull figurines (left)
Theseus and the minotaur pottery bowl

Warfare, Fear and Heroism
Theseus slays the Minotaur with a sword given to him by King Minos’
daugther, Ariadne.
> What did the Minoans need weapons for?
> What evidence is there to show that the Minoans had wars?
Look out for: Bronze weapons

Gods and Godesses
The Greek myths tell us about many gods and goddesses who
lived on the earth. Each god was associated with a characteristic,
such as Victory.
> Look out for objects that represent gods and godesses.
> What do these objects tell us about the Minoans
religious beliefs?
Look out for: Two snake goddesses (right)
Priest King wall painting

Kings and Palaces: Labyrinth
King Minos lived in a palace which had a labyrinth in the centre
where the Minotaur lived. The palace of Knossos consisted of over
100 rooms and was probably a bit of a maze itself with long and
winding corridors.
> Why were palaces built at this time?
> What kind of civilization do you think the Minoans were?
Look out for: Drainage pipe
Labyrinth coin

Find the ‘A World of Myths’ display board
Find this quote

‘No epic is a realistic presentation of a society or age; it is a fantasy, but a
fantasy in which reality keeps breaking through’.
O.T.P.K Dickinson (1986)

What do you think that Dickinson is trying to say?
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