Teacher informaton
Taught gallery session: Greek myths

Length of session:
1 hour and 30 minutes

Subject Area:
History, Classics,
cross-curricular themes

Maximum group size:
30 pupils

Session outline

Learning Outcomes

This session explores the stories and
themes of some of the ancient Greek
myths. Pupils will use objects as
evidence, discover the ancient greeks
beliefs and reflect on the relevance of
the myths today.

• Ability to investigate and analyse
objects from the past, to find out
more about the experiences and
beliefs of the Ancient Greeks
• Knowledge and understanding of
the themes of a range of Greek
myths including Theseus and
the Minotaur, Heracles, and the
Odyssey.
• Knowledge and understanding of
the society from which the myths
were born and and subsequently
passed down.
• Reflection on the significance of
Greek myths - how and why they
have been handed down through
generations? how are they
relevant today?
• Opportunities to practice and
develop speaking, listening and
questionning skills.

Activity 1: Story on a Vase
•

Pupils will look at greek myths as
illustrated on pots and vases, and
identify characters, objects, and
stories.

Activity 2: Discovering the myth
•

Pupils will search for evidence of
the key themes of myth Theseus
and the Minotaur. Using objects
in the galleries, pupils will learn
more about the civilization from
which this myth derived.

Activity 3: Greek myths today
•

Pupils will consider how and why
Greek myths have been portrayed
by Western artists. Through
devising and acting out a modern
day scenario, students will be
encouraged to reflect on the
relevance of Greek myths today.

To book contact:
Education Department
Ashmolean Museum
Beaumont Street
Oxford OX1 2PH
T. 01865 278015
E. education.service@ashmus.ox.ac.uk

“

The children are less
fazed by the detail of the
stories – perhaps seeing
them visually made a lot of
difference.

“

Teacher of Year 8 class
Thorngrove school

www.ashmolean.org/education

